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Greetings from Our Administration 
Lori Masterson, Principal 

Lisa Larkin, Assistant Principal 

       

  Surfside Elementary School Panther Paws 

          May 3, 2019 

May        August 

6th thru 10th—Teacher Appreciation Week  9th—All Class Lists Posted at 12:00 Noon 
9th—School Advisory Committee 7:30AM    (outside of main office) 
10th—Early Release 1:30PM    9th—”Meet Your Teacher”  Grades K-6 
16th—Field Day       1:00PM-2:00PM 
17th—Early Release 1:30PM    12th—First Day of School Grades 1-6 
24th—Early Release 1:30PM    12th—Kindergarten Staggered Start 
27th—Memorial Day Holiday-NO SCHOOL  13th—Kindergarten Staggered Start  
28th—Early Release 1:30PM    14th—Kindergarten Staggered Start 
29th—Early Release 1:30PM    15th—First Full Day for Kindergarten 
29th—6th Grade Ceremony, 6:00PM,   16th—NOT EARLY RELEASE DAY 
 Satellite High School Auditorium   23rd—EARLY RELEASE DAY 1:30PM 
30th—Early Release 1:30PM 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to May!  The year has flown by and we have experienced many successes!  Here are just a few 
highlights: 

 Surfside is an “A” school! 

 Continued partnership with Satellite Beach United Methodist Church to support our school clinic 

 Welcomed Officer Matt Bennett as our full time School Resource Officer 

 Surfside Singers celebrated our Veterans in November and performed at the Solar Bears game in Or-
lando 

 Fulfilled the implementation of the security gate plan 

 “Color Run” raised over $8000 for PE and school programs 

 Increased exceptional student education department to support the needs of all learners 

 Worked collaboratively with PTO to replace shade structure, purchase a new laminator and host annual 
Twilight Run and Backyard BBQ weekend 

Teacher Appreciation Week starts Monday, May 6th.  Thanks to our amazing PTO and generous parents 
who are providing a variety of treats for our Superhero Staff next week!   

This summer, the front office, cafeteria and media center will have an HVAC facelift.  New chillers and 
duct work will be installed.  The front office will be relocated to Portable 2 near the bike rack.  Signage 
will be posted to assist you finding us should you need to stop by.  Summer office hours will be 6:30-3:00, 
Monday through Friday.  We will be closed the week of July 4th. 

Finally, thank you to all of you who helped us this year – reading, copying, updating the marquee, serving on 
Try It Tuesday, sharing ideas, caring for the gardens and chicks, serving on committees and supporting 
our school!  Thank you also to Surfside’s Leadership Team and all of our teachers for a hugely successful 
year! 

Have a wonderful summer and I look forward to seeing you August 9th for Meet the Teacher! 
Sincerely, 
Lori Masterson 
Principal 



Surfside Panther Newsletter February 4, 2011                                            
 

                                KINDERGARTEN 

The end of May will mark a BIG accomplishment in the lives of Surfside’s littlest learners.  They 
will have completed their Kindergarten year!  This achievement will be celebrated in each classroom 
with an end of the year program.  Other special May events for Kindergarten students include; a 
Fun Day & Ice Cream Social and a Pizza & Pajama Day.  To help Kindergarten students keep their 
reading skills sharp over the summer, the Satellite Beach library will present their Summer Read-
ing Program based on the book, The Very Hungry Caterpillar.   Summer will bring many opportuni-
ties for Kindergarten students to visit the beach and swim in pools, so to help keep them safe, they 
will have a Water Safety Program.    

As the school year comes to a close, we want to thank our Kindergarten families for their help and 
support.  -And to our little learners, we want to remind them about how special they are and just 
how far they can go!    

We will always be wishing you well,  

Surfside Kindergarten Teachers 

         1ST GRADE  
It is hard to believe the school year is almost over. The students have made so much progress 
and we are so proud of our “Firsties”.  As Teacher Appreciation Week approaches, please know 
how much we have appreciated YOU and your enthusiasm and support throughout the year.  

Students had a great art experience with Mimi from Mimi’s Crafts. Interested in a Summer Art Camp?  
Brochures for Mimi’s Craft Camps are located in the front office! 
 
This week we will be learning about our neighboring country Mexico. Students will read about “Cinco de Mayo”, 
make sombreros, and enjoy chips and salsa! Ole’!   

Students will partake in a Force and Motion Unit this month that will culminate in a field trip to Brunswick 
Harbour Lanes. It’s a great way to practice those pushes and pulls! 

 Students have emerged into independent readers! However, the research is clear. Children who do not 
read during the summer can lose up to three months of reading progress! This means a child could end the year 
on grade level, and then fall below when the new school year begins. Take advantage 
of reading websites, visit the local library, and keep your child’s reading skills in top 
notch shape. 

 Enjoy the summer! Best wishes and thank you for a great year! 

 

Surfside Panthers, 

Welcome to May and all it brings with the end of the school year excitement.  It’s been a re-
markable year with so many positive experiences, we hope your kids cherish the memories they 
make every day here at Surfside.  Thank you for all you have done to contribute to your child’s 
success and for the support you have shown our teachers.   

Our 3rd – 6th graders continue with their state FSA testing over the next two weeks.  Activity 
schedules will be altered slightly, yet no changes to the lunch schedule.  Please know my door is 
always open should you have any questions or concerns.  Let’s make this last month the best one 
yet!   

Lisa Larkin 
Assistant Principal 



      2nd Grade 

As this school year comes to an end, each second-grade teacher would like to give a big 
thanks to all the parents and volunteers that helped our classroom throughout the 
year. It has been a wonderful year of growing and sharing. Although it is the last 
month, we have lots to do and enjoy!  

Each night/ morning set your child up for success with a great night’s rest and a 
healthy breakfast. We want every student to be here during this month, so they do not 

miss out on end of the year academics and activities.  

Continue to read nightly and complete homework given by your child’s teacher. We will set up information at 
the end of the year regarding websites and academic information to use during the summer to prevent a 
slide in learning.  

Thanks to our generous second grade families, we have raised $92 towards buying our goat for a family 
abroad to give them a sustainable income. We will be pitching in the extra $8 to make their dream a reality. 
Once we get the information regarding the goat we purchased and the family it went to, we will relay that 
information to you.  

There will be many activities coming up this month, so please check your e-mail and child’s communication 
folder nightly. We have multiple classroom with hatchings, some classes will participate in reading parties, 
we will have a science day, and a second-grade talent show. A lot of excitement to wrap up the year!  

Thanks again for a great 2018-2019 school year! 

3rd Grade 

Although the year is winding down, third graders still have much to do.  On May 7-8, we will be taking 
the Math FSA.  We have been working very hard, and we are confident that if the kids do their best, 
our scores will be great! Our current novel is Dolphin Tale.  We are excited to follow that up with our 
annual SeaWorld trip and finish the year with a Pirate Party.  Be looking for opportunities to get in-
volved!   

      4th Grade 

May is a busy month for 4th grade!  We are gearing up to take the FSA Reading and Math assessments May 
1st, 2nd, 7th, and 8th. We will also learn about Florida industries and the great Henry Flagler, who has done so 
much to develop our great state of Florida.  There will be hands on fun in Physical Science as we learn about 
motion, heat, and sound.  Finally, we will end the year with our annual beach clean-up and sandcastle building 
field trip to Pelican Park.  After such a great year, it is finally almost time to celebrate!  

      5th Grade 

I cannot believe how fast the year has flown by!  Don’t stop working just yet though!  Keep reading, practicing 
math facts, and completing your science nightly review packet.  We have a lot going in the month of May.  Here 
is rundown of what the next month will look like.  Parents, thank you for the continued support at home.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to any of us.   

May 7th & 8th -Math FSA 
May 9th & 10th -Science FSA 

Please make sure your child is well-rested, had breakfast, and is at school on time. 

May 10th- FSA Wrap-Up Celebration 
May 16th- Field Day 
May 17th- Orchestra Performance 940am-1020am 
May 28th- Each classroom will have a different activity and students will rotate at their normal times with 
their homeroom class:  Board Games & Chess, STEM challenges, & Movie 
May 29th- Bunko Tournament & Pizza Lunch 
May 30th- Cleanup, Movie, & Kickball 



                         6th Grade 

 Sixth grade students are independently reading The Hunger Games, The Maze Runner, or Wings of Fire. Ask 
your child which one he or she is reading, and what the book is about. 

Some of the important upcoming 6th grade activities include:  FSA testing, Field Day, Sea World field trip, 
Universal field trip (for patrols and news crew), Sixth Grade Dance, Sixth Grade Awards Ceremony, and the 
6th Grade Clap Out on the last day of school.  We will be busy!  Please continue to support your child in keep-
ing up with everything as we transition toward middle school. 

     Green Team Update 

 
Rent a Chick was a huge success this year, with over 50 families signing up from all over the county.  Our 
4-H Club also gave fertile eggs to many schools throughout Brevard, as well as helping teachers at Surf-
side to teach their students about the life cycle and embryology in a fun, hands on way.  These programs 
help teach students responsibility, science, and animal development, and make memories that will last 
forever.  As we write this 2 baby ducks have just hatched in Mrs. Karcher’s class! 

Students around campus celebrated Earth Day by creating posters and art work, cleaning up the campus 
and increasing recycling efforts.  Mrs. Rice helped all the 6th graders to celebrate Earth Day by prepar-
ing organic salads from the school gardens.  Over 6 types of organic, heritage breed lettuce were used, 
and the colorful, delicious salad was gobbled up by even the pickiest eaters! 

At the Backyard BBQ the Green Team will be selling plants and chicks and ducks to help support our 
school wide farming efforts.   Everyone will have the chance to “take a pic with a chick” on recycled hay 
bales, which were also used at the Farm Themed Kindergarten Round Up.  A special thanks to Sun Har-
bour Nursery  and Green Team Members for donating plants.  Beautiful rain barrels, donated by Erick-
son Jaquays and  painted by the Michaud and Hughes families will be available at BBQ.   

Four new fruit trees were planted this month, thanks to the hard work and sweat of the Air Force Hon-
or Guard volunteers.  These dedicated men and women also helped to trim trees, muck animal coops and 
clean up all over campus.  We are grateful for their support, as well as the support of local business-
es.  Tractor Supply donated over $5000 worth of hardware, which will be utilized by students creating 
engineering projects and to help with our small farm buildings and fencing.   

Do you know a business partner that would like to help our school’s environmental efforts, or do you have 
ideas or talents to share?  Just contact Mrs. Erika and help our school grow! 

 
Erika Maier 
Surfside Teacher, Gifted Student Program 
Fantastic Farm 4-H Leader 
 

    Exceptional Student Education  

We can’t believe the end of the year is already upon us!  We are so proud of how hard our students have 
worked this year on their goals and the growth they have shown!  With summer quickly approaching, we 
cannot emphasize enough how critical it is that children continually review learned skills over the summer 
and READ, READ, READ!!  A daily summer activity book is a great way to keep them on their toes aca-
demically over the summer.  Summer Bridge Activities books are available on Amazon and at bookstores, 
are grade specific, and are a GREAT resource covering all content areas.  A page a day keeps the summer 
slide away!  The ESE department wishes you all a fantastic, fun, and relaxing summer! 

       



                                                PE 

 FIELD DAY 
  Thursday, May 16 
  PERMISSION SLIPS DUE FRIDAY, MAY 10 
  Wear SOCKS (ie: Sky Zone, Urban Air, Planet 3, etc.) 
 Running Club & Morning Mile 
  Final practice is Thursday, May 2! 
              **Skate Night is Thursday, May 23 @ 6:00-8:00 p.m.  The theme is Tacky Tourist!** 

 

             ART  

Congratulations to the following students for having their work shown in the 
School Board Art Show this past week: 3rd grader Averi Bourgoin, 4th grader 
Kallen Gentile, 6th graders Vaughn McNeil and Pearl Thompson.  Students are 
working on the following projects: 6th grade- tropical neon watercolor sunset 
silhouette, 5th grade- zentangle 3D sculpture and yarn friendship bracelets, 
4th grade- 3D playground sculpture design,  3rd grade- area and perimeter of 
initials on graph paper, 2nd grade- superhero masks, 1st grade- rocket ships, 
kindergarten- 3D paper line sculptures. 

       Music 

It has been a fantastic year of music!  The students have made wonderful progress.  I hope every-
one has a great summer.   
On May 17th, the Beginning and Intermediate Orchestra students will be performing in the Surfside 
cafeteria.  
 1st show 8:40-9:20 a.m. for grades K-2 and orchestra parents 
2nd show 9:40-10:20 a.m. for grades 3-6 and orchestra parents 

     Media Center 

Greetings from the media center!!!  My big May announcement is:  Please return your books!!  I will 
be sending home late and missing book notices starting next week.  If your child gets them, please 
help them find their missing books.  If the book is missing or lost the fine stays with them year 
after year.  If you think (or your child thinks) a book that is “missing or lost” was returned, please 
feel free to let me know and I will look for it in the media center.   

               CLINIC 

It is hard to believe we are nearing the end of the school year already. It has been such a 
wonderful experience to work with all of the students here at Surfside! As we near the last 
days of school, I will be contacting the parent of students who have medications in the clinic 
to coordinate end of the year medication pick-up. All medications must be picked up in the 
clinic by 1:30 on May 30,  or they will be disposed of per the Florida Department of 
Health. If you have any concerns, questions, or requests, please contact me at 321-773-2818 
extension 207. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to work with your children—it has been a pleasure! 

   IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL 6TH GRADE PARENTS 

Florida State Law requires that all students receive a Tdap immunization booster BEFORE entering into 7th 
grade. Don’t Delay! Students without this immunization will be turned away at Middle School Registration.  


